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CENTRAL'  INTELLIGENCE  AGENCY 
. 18  October  1973 


INTELLIGENCE  & S M 0 PA NO U M- 


' 'MIDDLE  EAST 

(Situation  Report  Number  52 
(As  of  1630  ED'J.) 


THE  MILITARY  S IT NATION 


GENERAL 
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1»  A senior  Defense!  Ministry  spokesman  claims  that 
Tol  Aviv  ~by  nu.d~af!  ter  noon  today  had  placed  150  tanks  on 


€H 


e wont  bank  of  the  canal  near  Groat.  Litter"  Lake .’ 
spokesman  stated  that : the  Israeli  bridgehead  on  Live 
bank  v.’as  about  eight  in  11  or*  wide  to  the  north  anct  a )_x 
tour  mill?.?;  wide  to  the  south'.  / 


The 

west 

ouT"* 


2,  The  Israeli  official  said  that  four  Egyptian 
brigades  were,  at tempting  to  envelope  the  bridgehead  and 
indicated  that  Tel  Aviv  had  plans  for  rapid  withdrawal 
of  the  force  should  thi's  become  necessary.  Large-scale 
tank  battles  also  continued  to  rage  in  the  central, 
sector  of  the  Sinai  front  this  afternoon,  but  details 
on,  those  battles  are  lacking.  Tel  Aviv  claims  to  have 
destroyed  110  Egyptian  tanks  today  and  ,to  have  shot  do vm 
,20  Egyptian  aircraft.  ,To.l  Aviv  aclnowie 
aircraft  to  SAMs  this  morning . \ 


dges  losing  six 


•:  { NAVY  review(s)  completed. 

. i State  Department  review  completed 
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• . ^ . The  Syrian  front  appears  to  have  been  the 

quietest  "today  since  the  war  bftgan.  There  was  "little 
activity  either  on  the  ground  or  in  the  air.  A. high- 
level  Israeli  military  officer  reports  that  Damascus 
is  using  the  lull  to  re-equip  two  'of  its  armored 
divisions  with  new  tanks  delivered  by  the  Soviets  to 
the'  Syrian  ports  of  Latakia  and  Tartus . ■ 

THE  EGYPTIAN  FP.ONT  ■ ' * 

5 , • 

4 . fCairo  and  Tel  Aviv  continue  to  report  extremely 
heavy  fighting  in  the  Sinai,  but  neither,  is  providing 
many"  details  . Israel  'claims  to  have  destroyed  lit)  tanks 
and  20  aircraft  today. 


5 . An  Israeli  mil-itary  spokesman  has  reported  that 
the  Israeli  task  force  on.  the  west  bank  was  substantially' 
reinforced  during  the  night.  He.  claimed;  that  as  of  micF7' 
afternoon  today  Israel  '.had.'  about*  150  tonics  as  well  as 
artillery  on  the  wont  barlkfand  that  £He  task'  force  had 

overrun  Egyptian  artillery' units,  and  captured  some ' 

bridging  equipment. 


According  to  the  Israeli, , the  Egyptians  arc  ^a^semblihg- a 
force  of  four  brigades  ’from  the  west  bank  and  the  Cairo 
area  to  attack  the  Israeli. force  . .Cairo-  also  is_  report- 
edly planning  to  launch  a large  air  attack  cnl~i~  h e" fore 
and  the  ponton  hr. i.dge  placed  by  the  "Israelis  across  the 
canal.  The  Israeli  spokesman  said  the  Egyptians  have 
severed  some  of  their  own  bridges  to  prevent" "their  use 
by  Israeli  forces.  • - ~ . 
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7.  Tel  Aviv  lias  not;  characterized.'  the  canal  cross-* 
in<j  as  the  beginning  of  a major  offensive,  but.  has  been 
quick  to  exploit  the  success  of  the  small  initial  force. 
Tel  Ayiv_,  however/  is  not;  likely  to  a acrif ico  the  task 
tor  eg  to  heavy  Egyptian  attack  and  may  wjjtlul  rav  "it  ‘and 
subsequently  launch  another  such  assault  - ^ 
tile  canal . T~  r"!  T~7  "*r~ 


els  ewher e“bfT 


9,  Egypt  is  drafting  additional  manpower,  accord- 
ing to  an  Iraqi  news  service . The  service  quotes  an 
announcement  published  in,  Cairo  today  Calling  all  19- 
yoar-olds  to  military : sorvieo . The  normal  conscription 
age  is  20.  The  move  is  apparently  a contingency  for 
pro^.or»ged  warfare;  the  conscripts  are  z/eportedly  not 


scheduled  to  be  through  v/ith  medical  te 
end  of  the  month. 


3t!3  until  the 
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12.  Tel  Aviv  remains  concerned  over  the  Soviet 
res  up p ly  eTlort Z An  Israeli  military  spoKosman 
Chat  tv«'Q  Syrian  divisions'^thc  1st,  and  ;3rd  armor ea  aryi. 
giona^-are"  re -arming  with  now  • equipment  £roiu  ~taa  05 
he  stated  .tlyyt  nev;  tanka  are  being  unloaded  gaily  a _ 
Tartus  and  Latakia  and  then  transported  to  Damascus  lor 
assembly.  • .•  # ; 


SOVIET  FLIGHT.  ACTIVITY 
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17 . Ko  'Soviet  cargo!  ships  have  gone  through  the 
.Bosporus  southbound  today,  and  no  additional  cargo  ships 

are  expected  to  enter  ; Syrian  or  Egyptian  ports  within 
'the  next  12  hours , Two  Soviet  cargo  ships  are  still  in 
tatakia  and  seven- -including  a tanker- -are  in  Alexandria. 

■ ; ! 

18.  The  positions  .of  Soviet  combatants  remain 
essentially  unchanged.  Two  medium  landing  ships  that 
have  been  cast  of  Cyprus  have  apparently  left  to  return 
.to  the  Black  Boa.  An  'LST  and  the  throe  medium  landing 

ships  that  went  through  the  Bosporus  yesterday  are  north- 
east of.  Crete,  probably  heading  for  the.  northeast  Cyprus 
•area.  Two  additional  ‘.i.STs  arc  due  to  leave  the  eastern 
Mediterranean  'within  the  next  couple  of  days . 

* * ’ | " ’ ~ 

19.  Three  Soviet  ships  continue  to  trail  .the  USS 

Independence  sou th : of  Crete , ' ' 

. SOVIET  political  activity  ; •• 
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.22.  A broadcast  today  on  Moscow's  "unofficial" 

.Radio  Peace  and  Progress  took  a distinctly  dovish  tone 
'regarding  the  war.  In  the  context,  of  praise  for  Sadat's 
proposals  Wednesday  regarding  a -peace  settlement,  it 
lamented  the  quarter  century’  of  Arab-lsraeli  conflict 
that  has  "depleted  the  resources  of.  both  countries . " The 
broadcast  went  on  .to  note  that  history  has  demonstrated 
that  armed  conflict  is  unable  to  or rad icate  the  sources 
of  the  Arab-Israeli  conflict.  Although  Soviet  commentar- 
ies ^throughout  the  conflict  have  restated  Moscow's  inter- 
stein  a settlement  of  the  war,  they  generally  have  not-  ' 
stressed  so. sharply  the ■ futility  of  hostilities. 

.SAUDI  ARABIA  OIL  PRODUCTION  CUT  (SENSITIVE) 

• 23 . According  to  a high-ranking  Saudi  official, 
Saudi  Arabia  will  reduce  its  production  by  10  percent 

er  thaif  at  tne  five-percent  minimum 


ae liveries  to 


give  Arabs  "effective  m 


industrial  country  orescntl 


states  have  promised  to 


to  "friendly"  countries  tha 


falls  into  this  categoi: 
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6 . • Si;  a IT  thy  LvcoduRoli's  fs»£*4t-id  for  a-  lO'-spy#** 

OenL  monthly  reduction  and  applied  it  uniformly  to  all 
exports  ,.jt.hG  impact-  on  the  united  Stater,,  Western  Europe, 
Canada,  and  Japan  would  be  as  shown  in  tlie  tabulation. 


i t 

[Monthly  Import  J?orcent  of  Consump- 
■ Decline  (b/cl)  tion  in  the  First  Month 


United  States 
Western  Europe 
Japan. 

Canada  • : 


3 60 , QUO 

i 

; 1,130,000 
■;  230,000 

! ‘15,000 


FE P.\YEF,M  -LEBANON : . ; ' . ' . , ! 

♦ . . I . * 

27 • The  Israeli  border  with  Lebanon  is  becoming 
irtore  active^  Tl\e:  Israelis  "claim  that : guerrilla  hit-ana- 
run  actions  are  on  the  increase,  and  the  Lebanese  have 
complained  about  mortar [and  artillery i rounds  from  Israel 
falling  on  Lebanese  territory.  This  Lebanese  complaint 
has  been  confirmed  by. a.  UN  observation  post. 


No  Objection  To  Declassification  2009/03/27  : NLN-H-93-1-1-8 


No  Objection  To  Declassification  2009/03/27  : NLN-H-93-1-1-8 


29,  The  Araba  who  seized  the  Bank  of  America  in 
Beirut  continue  to  hold  up  to  40  people  hostages  while 
negotiations  continue  with  bank  officials  and  Lebanese 
officials.  The  Sour  are! demanding  the  release  of  Pales- 
tinian guerrillas  from  Lebanese  jails , . the  payment  of  a 
$4  million  ransom,  and  an  airliner  to  fly  them  to  Algeria. 
The  attackers,  who  say  they  are  members  of  the  Socialist 
■Revolutionary  Movement,,  say  the  ransom  money  in  destined 
to  help  the  Arab  war  effort.  Bank  of  America  headquarters 
lias  given  permission  'to  its  Beirut  manager  to  negotiate 
a ransom  payment,  but  has  refused  another  request  from 
'•.the  raiders  for  foreigners  to  bo  sent  in  from  outsiae  to 
use  as  hostages.  Mo3t  of  the  hostages!  being  held  are  ~ 
believed  to  be  Lebanese,  but  the  US  Embassy  has  learnedj 
that  one  is  a US  citizen. 
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KUWAIT -JORDAN 

' ...  | . t ' 

32  . Kuv.’fiiti  Finance  'Minister  Atiqi  has  reported  that 
Kuwait  is  about  to  release  to  Jordan  approximately  S'1* 2 
million  of.  the  fro  7on  Kuwaiti  subsidy'.  Kuv/ait  n.n  not, 
Atiqi  said,  contemplating : retroactive  payments  for  any 
pox"iod  before  1 April  1973.  ' ■ 


japan 

. • ;•  • 

34.  Looking  • forward  to  the  possibility  o£  an 
emergency  UN  General  Assembly  session  necessitated  by. 
Stalemate  in  the  Security  Council, 'some  Japanese  Foreign 
Ministry  officials  believe  Japan  should  make  a . statement 
in  support  of  the  Arab  cause.  The  US  Embassy  in  Tokyo 
comments  that  the  rest  of  the  government  also  would  be 
likely  to  feel  that  A;  secure  supply  of  ! £j(at:arolcvixn^  should, 
be  the  primary  concern  of  any  Japanese  ; vote  in  the  UN. 
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